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gone to the limit in approaching the Fascists. The
effort for reconciliation had culminated in a petsonal
affront. Alexander was to have had an interview with
the Duce, but at the last moment Mussolini rudely
refused to meet the King, telling him to "put his
house in order first." And since 1932, Italy had all
the while aided and abetted terrorism in Jugoslavia.
Mussolini had not even wished that the Jugoslav house
should be in order.

It is possible that in 1932 Mussolini had meant to say
to Alexander, "You have taken a step towards Fascism,
but you have not gone the whole hog. When you
adopt Fascist institutions I will meet you." Alexander
had abrogated the constitution in 1929. Democracy
had been tried, but the Jugoslavs had failed. Alexander,
against his better judgment, had put himself in almost
the same position with regard to his people as a Fascist
dictator. He had slipped into the error of paternal
government which might have worked in old Monte-
negro but was unsuitable for a large state and a complex
of jealous races. It had proved difficult for the soldier
to cope with the turbulent politicians and he had taken
refuge in paternalism. But he had not quite abjured
democracy. He consciously linked the destiny of his
subjects to that of the democracies of the west, especially
France and England, with the safeguards of the League
of Nations. The King felt he must give the lie to
Mussolini's prophecy that Fascism was going to be the
type of European civilization in our era.

On the following day Alexander discussed with
Jevtitch his plans for the restoration of responsible
democratic government in Jugoslavia. The dictator-
ship and the one-party regime had been a failure since
their inception and the King was aware of it. The
plans were not entirely new. He had had before him
for some time the draft of an amended constitution.
He had at last decided to yield to the advice of most
of the dissidents and have a federal kingdom. For